


Engendering of Science

Megha Kaushik

Abstract 
The paper is based on biographical research of a few women, who succeeded in the field of science during 

th th18  and 19  century. During this period voices for equality of women and importance of their individual 
identity emerged. Science, to a great extent is an institutional medium of power, with consequences for the 
present and future human conditions. On the other hand gender relationships are also of hierarchical nature 
in general. To look at the gender relations in the world of science, in a way, is to look at the gender relations 
that dominate our society. 

th thKeywords: Position of Women during 18  and 19  century, science, biographical method 
of research.

In terms of 19th century stereotypes or rhetorical idealizations, a woman scientist 
was a contradiction in terms... Women scientists were thus caught between two 
almost mutually exclusive stereotypes: as scientists, they were atypical women; as 
women they were unusual scientists.

(Margaret Rossier, 1940) 

Social Media in School Education: 
A Perspective of Teachers of National Capital Region

Manpreet Kaur
Shalini Yadava

Abstract 
In the recent years the world has experienced a fast transformation into being a global digital village. In this 
view, the online social networks have emerged as big players in this transformation. People increasingly use 
social networks such as Blogs, Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn to connect, to share information and 
knowledge, to create contents and to communicate with each other. India, being a developing economy and 
an upcoming major educational hub is acquiring Social media with open arms. The usage of Social 
Networking Sites(SNS) has seeped in almost everyone's life today, teachers being no exception. So, in 
order to assess the usage and effectiveness of SNS in teaching and learning by the school teachers, a 
research was conducted in the private schools of NCR that include New Delhi, NOIDA and Gurugram. The 
research tools comprised of Questionnaire, Interview Schedule and Observation Schedule. A part of the 
research is presented here in this research paper through the reflections of the 300 secondary school 
teachers whose perspectives were observed and recorded in the structured face to face interviews conducted 
by the investigator. The findings reflected both positive and negative feedback. While majority participants 
supported the use of social media in pedagogy, others indicated some disadvantages for the students in 
secondary and senior secondary classrooms. 
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Envisioning 'Teacher' as a Social Leader in School
Yukti Sharma

Abstract 
The present paper explores the concept of social leadership theoretically by taking examples of some 
leaders who are considered exceptional and transformational leaders in their respective fields. In the light of 
abilities demonstrated by these leaders, the paper attempts to redefine the idea of academic leadership in 
schools. This would include discussing and describing the various contexts within which the school 
teachers function in the contemporary times. Some of these contexts include diversity amongst learners in 
terms of their economic, social, cultural and linguistic backgrounds; diversity amongst learners with 
respect to their abilities, talents, preferences and learning styles; and expectations from the schools by their 
communities with respect to social and environmental issues. Regarding each of these contexts in school, 
the role and abilities of a teacher as a social leader in school will be deliberated.

A certain distinguished astronomer once declared at a scientific meeting: “To an 
astronomer, man is nothing more than an insignificant dot in the infinite universe.” 
Einstein, who was present in the meeting, observed: “I have often felt that, but then I 
realize that the insignificant dot, who is man, is also an astronomer”

(Saraf, 1995, Introduction).

Significance of e- Learning in Teacher Education

Amit Ahuja

Abstract 
Technology infusion and knowledge economy require people to have abundant information to survive and 
contribute. Technology has opened a new vision for people all over the world because an updated version of 
information is available to a person. e- Learning is a type of learning which involves judicious use of 
information and communication technologies and its extension like computer and communication 
technology. Technology mediated learning, computer based learning and internet based learning are 
different forms of e-learning which require some powerful support system and resourcefulness to ensure its 
effectiveness. Through e-learning, the quality of learning, access to and cost effectiveness of education are 
improved. e- Learning, as a practising methodology, may produce enlightened teachers. It can enable 
teacher educators to extend their own learning and obtain support and feedback from fellows and other 
resource persons. e- Learning offers a rich pool of information resources, courses for professional growth of 
teachers. With respect to the dimensions of content and communication blended learning, information 
repositories for learning, networked communities and online courses are four major domains of e-learning. 
Technical support, learner centeredness, common perception, proficient teacher educators, access to e-
resources and quality content are minimum essentials for ensuring technology integration in teacher 
education programmes. Substandard technical support, connectivity problems, reluctance of teachers, 
difficulty in technology usage, incompatibility between technology and content and cost etc. are some 
challenges which restrict the e-learning integration in teacher education but must be overcome to ensure the 
same for quality preparation and promoting a global learning environment.                                                   
Key words: Technology, e-Learning, Blended learning, Networked communities. 

Virtual Reality as a Tool in Education 
Shikha Ranjan

Abstract 
Education in its broader meaning is concerned to acquire things from all sides. As great souls had already 
mentioned 'let the knowledge come from all the sides'. In today's unprecedented development one cannot 
live with the narrow intellect and local attitude. The phrases 'think globally and act locally', 'develop whole 
child' has its own value in any educational contexts. Looking to the present scenario, great demands are 
being made on Education and the dynamic and constructive role it plays in retaining the social fabric while 
ensuring its quality, dynamism and improvement. "Education is basic training for the world of work"; 
"Teaching is sowing seed", "Students are...vessels to be filled"; "Education is discovering your soul"; 
"Teachers are stepping stones to learning"; and "Students are "budding flowers". Education is concerned 
with learning. Effective learning takes place when teaching is done effectively. Teaching in today's 
classroom is technologically driven. It is a process of acquiring knowledge and skills through technological 
instruction.

Education has been considered as one of the very important dominion of modern day human life. To be a 
successful learner, learners need to develop skill in learning to transform the learner from being passive 
receivers to active investigator of knowledge. Current paradigms of education have shifted from the 
traditional site- bounded paradigm to new paradigm which emphasizes development of student. The 
internet has developed intuitive transforming potential, virtual classroom has changed the entire scenario. 
In this paper the virtual reality on students’ learning as a tool is emphasized. In order to make learning 
meaningful and life-long process, how virtual classroom takes place is discussed through different tools 
such as…. Online groups, e-learning, blog, you-tube, Webinars / Podcasts / Webcasts, audio and video 
conferencing, internet based training (IBT), M-Learning.  It is understood that virtual classroom as a 
learning opportunity, can develop cognitive, psychological and social skills that many traditional 
approaches do not. Hence; it is the core concept for holistic education.
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Widening the Lens of Inquiry: Viewing Classroom Culture 
and Construction of Self through Dialogue

Garima Aggarwal

Abstract 
Using Bakhtin's metalinguistic theory of communication the author investigates how the same can assist in 
exploring classroom interactions and their further impact on construction of self of students with a widened 
lens of inquiry of dialogue. More specifically while critically reflecting on the sociological contributions of 
his theory first, she has attempted to engage with his notions of utterance, dialogue, discourse, 
heteroglossia, speech genre and internally persuasive discourse. Secondly, the significance that Bakhtin's 
perspective augments in already established views on dialogue from socio-cultural background in the field 
of education has been discussed. Thirdly, a deliberation has been made to understand the implications of his 
ideas in the field of education, more explicitly for classroom interaction and construction of self of students. 
The author finally discovers how Bakhtin's notions help in liberating students from normalizing discourses 
and dominant ideologies, reconstructing the relationship between the teacher and the taught and 
renegotiating on the customary perceptions of a classroom.
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Study of Instructional Management Behaviour of Principals in Relation
to  School Effectiveness in Government and Private Secondary

Schools of Punjab
Amit Kauts

 Ravjeet Kaur

Abstract
The present study investigates how principals perceive their roles as Instructional Managers by identifying 
various dimensions of Instructional Management Behaviour of school principals contributing to school 
effectiveness in government and private secondary schools. Sample of the study consisted of 88 secondary 
schools of Punjab, randomly selected from Jalandhar, Amritsar and Ludhiana. Information on school 
effectiveness scale was collected and Principal Instructional Management Rating Scale [Hallinger and 
Murphy,1982]was administrated on 960 teachers of the schools teaching secondary classes. 2x2 factorial 
design was employed on the scores of various dimensions of instructional management in government and 
private secondary schools at two levels of school effectiveness. Dimensions of instructional management 
were studied as dependent variable in two types  of institutions viz., government and private secondary 
schools. School effectiveness was studied as a criterion variable and used for the purpose of classification. 
Analysis of Variance [ANOVA]was employed and replicated ten times on different dimensions of 
instructional management. It was revealed that :
(1)  All the dimensions of Instructional Management viz-a-viz Framing of school goals, Supervising  and 

Evaluating Instruction, Co-ordinating Curriculum, Monitoring Student performance, Protecting 
Instructional Time, Maintaining Administration Visibility, Providing Incentives  to Teachers, 
Promoting Professional Development of Teachers and Developing Academic Standards significantly 
contribute to school effectiveness except providing Incentives for Learners.

(2) It has also been found that in private schools, all the dimensions of Instructional Management 
significantly contribute to schools effectiveness.

(3)  It has also been found that in government schools, all the dimensions of Instructional Management 
significantly contribute to school effectiveness except one dimension of instructional management viz 
Developing Academic Standards.

Appropriation of ICT by School Teachers

Gaurav Sharma

Abstract 
This paper basically investigates how teachers in Delhi Government Schools appropriate ICT in the context 
of different ICT policy directives.  Methodology is based on qualitative paradigm which includes the case 
study of two government schools with diverse socio-cultural background, with two teachers from each 
school. Data was collected with the help of interviews and classroom observations. It was found that 
teachers' beliefs and attitudes for ICT play an important role in appropriating the ICT.


