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EDITORIAL 
 

Friends, 

 

With a very heavy load of several decades of teaching experience I am writing 

all this on the basis of my personal experience. I may state that even today I do 

teaching work –teaching very small children of the deprived society coming 

from the families of maids, chowkidars street vendors, rickshaw pullers etc. 

What pains me is the standard of their attainment. I know that their parents 

bring them to us knowing fully well that we run our classes in abject pitiable 

conditions - under the canopy of heavens, totally at the mercy of the natural 

elements. If there is a shower, then we cannot meet, if the ground has been 

given the water by the gardener (Mali) then we are again unable to meet. The 

street dogs also saunter near our classes. The situation becomes dangerous 

when the bitches have littered because they always fear that the small children 

are going to harm their cubs and the vice versa is equally true because our 

small children fearing the dogs and bitches do all sorts of mischief (so natural 

with them) and we suspend classes. Still our institution attracts the parents of 

these children. 

 

Now let me refer to the real and stark plight of our primary education. It is 

heart rending and shameful. Let me give one concrete example. A mother of a 

child about 12/13/14 years of age comes to seek admission of her child – a 

girl. Naturally my question is-“Where is she studying presently?”. She gives 

the name of a Govt. Higher Secondary School. Then I ask her “Which class?”. 

With an air of superiority and arrogance she says, in 7th or 8th standard. Then 

without discouraging her I just ask the girl to write 19718 and then write 

below it for the purpose of addition 437. The unit digit of 7 would go beyond 

8, 3 in tens place would figure somewhere between 1 and 8.  In simple words I 

can say that they have hardly any concept of unit or tens or hundreds so on and 

so forth. Same holds good with regard to their knowledge of English or Hindi. 

It is not to degrade these children but to bring home to all of us the way we are 

treating our education and thereby our children.  There is a Chinese saying that 

if we plan for one year then we should plant grain, if for ten years then plant 

trees, if for 100 years then educate man. So it appears that we are putting in 

jeopardy our future for 100 years. I have heard that in their annual school 

result card even if they fail they are promoted to next senior class. It means 

that there is no sanctity of examinations and that when everyone is to be 

promoted to the next class then why should the child study seriously and why 

should the teacher take his/her work seriously.   This reminds me of the great 

step taken by Lord Curzon in the first decade of 20th Century when he 
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propagated quantitative expansion at primary level as the literacy rate in the 

country was very low. However, it would result in such mass promotion to 

next class even when one failed, was unheard of. I have found nowhere a 

mention of such a dismal condition of education.  

 

I tried to talk to some teachers about it. They say that by and large they have 

around 40 or more children in a class and when some teachers are absent, 2 or 

3 classes sit together and the class is turned into a crowd. Under the 

circumstances, using constructivist approach talk about the teaching- learning 

process is a great joke. 

 

Anyway, we, as educators, cannot leave things as such, in the interest of the 

future of the entire nation. We must do something about it and raise our voice 

against this great tamasha being enacted in our country at the cost of the future 

of millions of our budding children. 

 

 

S.P. Pathak 

Sushil Dhiman                                                        
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